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The presented project was realized in the studio of “Planning and 
Design for Sustainable Development in a Local Context”. The main 
focus was put on planning and design for sustainable development 
in small and medium-sized municipalities. During autumn 2021, the 
course collaborated with the Västra Götaland region and worked with 
four different places: Fåglavik was one of them. The studio started with 
focuses on understanding and analyzing a local situation, also in a 
larger geographical and functional context, identifying directions, and 
working on planning- and design strategies in support of sustainable 
transformation. After that, the main in-depth project was developed.  
 
Fåglavik is a village with strongly engaged community but a lack of 
spontaneous meeting places can be observed in daily life. Some of 
the existing areas and buildings are no longer in use and have a big 
potential to be renovated. The presented concept is based on improving 
the quality of existing abandoned buildings and creating a center for 
social interactions. Such intervention shows Fåglavik as a good place for 
further investments, strengthens already existing social relations and 
gives opportunities for newcomers. 
 
The main aim of the project is to provide more social common spaces 
by small changes step by step. The goal is to preserve and adapt already 
existing buildings and renew the central part of Fåglavik which will be a 
center for different interactions.
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Introduction
In this chapter, the overall view of the project is shared. Our project 
area, Fåglavik is introduced and our aim is explained. We define our 
boundaries and discusse how to achieve these objectives.
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introduction

SITUATION

Fåglavik is a small village situated in Herrljunga municipality in Västra 
Götaland County. It’s surrounded by lots of greenery. These days it is 
a small community with 234 inhabitants. This place has a rich history, 
thanks to Fåglavik’s glass factory which was open between 1874–1978, and 
the train station which was open between 1858–1973.
 
After the glass factory and the train station were closed, the number of 
inhabitants sharply decreased. Now there are some abandoned buildings 
in Fåglavik. There is no public transportation or grocery stores here. 
Inhabitants always need to commute using their own cars. At the same 
time, it means the visitors would have a hard time getting there without 
the car. Apart from that, there are not enough indoor and outdoor spaces 
to hang out with friends freely.
 
There are several active groups that have strong engagement in the 
community. More than that, there are also some unique professions and 
businesses in this town, such as carpenters, photographers, a brewery, 
etc.. We attempt to take it as an opportunity and potential to develop 
Fåglavik.

photos from the study trips
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BACKGROUND

The railway station was opened in 1858. It was located where the new 
railway crossed the road between Borås and Skara. This building had 
great importance in community development. 
 
In 1874, the train had to stop in Fåglavik because of the snowdrift. The 
wholesaler A.M. Andersson from Gothenburg was traveling on this train 
and got stuck in the town for the night. He stayed overnight with the 
major trader of Fåglavik. Thanks to that, Mr. Andersson found out about 
an extensive peat bog located nearby. He was a glass wholesaler and 
that’s when he decided to start a glasswork in Fåglavik.  
 
The glass factory was opened in 1874. During these years the factory was 
the main reason for people to move in to village. “Fåglaviks Glasbruk” 
was one of Western Sweden’s largest tourist destinations. 
 
The factory was closed down in 1978, the community’s population started 
decreasing.

aerial photo from the west - 1960’s

a photo taken during filming

introduction
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Fåglavik is a small village with a strong community engagement. In such 
places, social interactions between inhabitants are very important in 
daily life. Being together not only makes people happier and healthier, 
but it also gives them a sense of security and more power to take action 
in solving problems. 
 
During our study trips and research, we observed that there are not 
enough places for social needs in Fåglavik. That is why we decided to 
put our focus on that topic and start to look for solutions that can be 
applied easily and affordably. All of the presented solutions in our 
project are suppose to strengthen social interactions, make them more 
daily and spontaneous. 
 
During our design process, we found solutions and designs that are 
cheap and can be applied with voluntary work of people. We believe 
that engaging inhabitants in the renovation process will show them how 
valuable it is to work together. Common work brings people closer and 
gives them the impulse for further development. 
 
The project focuses on abandoned buildings and spaces in the central 
part of the village. We believe that for these places to become more 
sustainable, we can start by maintaining and refreshing already existing 
buildings and their surroundings. What is more, our proposal makes 
Fåglavik more self-sufficient and independent and leads to a small 
circular economy system.

introduction

OBJECTIVES AND AIM
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This makes our project realistic. 
Showing the design in steps 

makes it also easier for people to 
take a part as a volunteer

The main goal of the project is 
based on how the renovation 

process can build a better future 
for the place

To design the space and to give 
it new quality most of the work 

focus on looking for new features

Going backward helped us to 
visualize what we want to achieve 

and how we want the space to 
look like

RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND METHODS

How can we provide social areas for the economic and social development of Fåglavik? 
 

How can we suggest a realistic development process?

Research Questions

Methods

Vision of
the future by 
renovation

Defining new 
functions Backcasting

Steps 
process

introduction
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SITE ANALYSIS
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In this chapter, the findings and informations about Fåglavik and our 
project area are shared. Plenty of study trips, interviews and researches 
are done to achieve this knowledge.
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Fåglavik

Borås
Jönköping

Gothenburg

Västra Götaland

Vänern

site analysis

TOWN SCALE

LOCATION INHABITANTS BUSINESS HOUSING

Sweden 
Västra Götaland 

Herrljunga 
Fåglavik

+65 yrs   68 people 
45-64 yrs   58 people 
25-44 yrs   58 people 
0-24 yrs   49 people

*LEA, 2019

Farming/ Forestry   12% 
Repair & Trade   4% 
Culture, Leisure   3%

villas and cottages   97 units 
farmhouse   11 units

average cost (2021): 10400 kr/m² 
average house price: 934000 kr

234 people 5 companies detached housesFåglavik
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0         100        200                  400m   

Stockholm  4 h 50 min
Skovde  60 min
Skara   40 min
Vara   25 min

Falkoping  30 min
Alingsas  45 min
Borås   48 min
Gothenburg  1 h 20 min

rail way

main road

road (old road)

hiking trail (earth road)

TOWN SCALE
Networks

Unfortunately, it is not easy to reach Fåglavik by public transportation. 
The easiest way is to travel to the closest train station which is in the 
center of Herrljunga. Then the person needs to call a car or shuttle and 
drive 15-20 minutes more.  
 

Legend Travel time by car

site analysis

V

V
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0  100     200         300m

The most important meeting areas and touristic areas are shown to give 
an idea about the social life of inhabitants.

0         100        200                  400m   

1

2

3

4

This park is one of the gathering areas for residents 
of Fåglavik. The park contains a small stage with 
dance floor all under a roof which makes this place 
attractive for outdoor events. The local community 
wants to develop this area to attract also tourists.

1  Folkets Park

Fåglavik’s chapel was built in 1894 and in 1950’s a hall 
was constructed as an addition with its own entrance. 
In 2015 it was renovated again. Now it is also a place 
where community gets together to have “fika”.

2  The Chapel

Today, this building attracts tourists. Saint Elisabeth’s 
birth house was also a home for the artist Jan van 
den Bergen between 1988-2010. His paintings are 
exhibited in the house for visitors. 

3  The House of Mary Elisabeth Helledblad

The building owned by Mimersborg, has several 
rooms for public functions and a sauna on the 
basement floor. The building is functional for indoor 
events to gather inhabitants together. 

4  The Association Building

site analysis

TOWN SCALE
Landmarks
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site analysis

1
2

3
4

5

PLOT SCALE

As we see from our site analysis the relations between public buildings 
are weak, because of distance between them, and there is a lack of 
meeting areas. 
 
To revive the social life, we want to increase the areas for social 
functions according to the social needs of existing inhabitants and also 
possible newcomers. We want to gather these social functions in a part 
of Fåglavik to increase the spontaneous interactions of inhabitants and 
new tourists. 
 
We chose this area that is shown with red borders as our project plot. 
The area is in the central part of the village and has the potential to be 
the new center of Fåglavik. 
 
Inside of the project area, there are buildings and green areas which are 
not in active use anymore. We want to renovate and reuse this area for 
public functions. 
 
 1  Galleri tvättstugan
 2  Old underground storage
 3  Old train station
 4  Old WCs and coal storage
 5  Storage building

0          50        100                   200m   
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site analysis

PLOT SCALE
Old Train Station

the old train station from the South-east

the old train station from the West

The train station was built in 1858, designed by Adolf W. Edelsvärd (head 
architect for the Swedish National Railways)  in the location where the 
new railway crossed the road between Borås and Skara. 
It was closed in 1973. Today, trains of the Västra mainline pass by at high 
speed next to the old, abandoned building. 
 
Now, the building needs to be repaired from the inside because almost 
all of the rooms are in a bad condition, but there is no doubt that this is 
a great example of a cultural heritage building.
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PLOT SCALE
Garden Area

the green area next the old train station

The place is located closely nearby the train station building. 
 
In the past, it was used as a vegetation area but now it is not used 
anymore. These days the place is neglected and overgrown with wild 
vegetation. 
The area is now owned by the community except for one part of the plot 
which is privately owned used as a garden. 
 
This place has a big potential to become a common green area in the 
central part of Fåglavik.

site analysis

the private green area 



20

storage building and new school bus station

“Galleri tvättstugan” and old underground storage

Small red building
In the past, the building was used as a laundry. Now inhabitants call it 
“Galleri Tvättstugan” but it is not used for any special purpose. 

Old underground storage
On the right side of the building, there is an old underground storage but 
it is in the bad condition.

Storage Building
This building was used in the past to storage seeds, which were 
distributed to other towns by train. The basement part was used as a 
horse stable at that time. These days lower part of the building is used 
as storage but the upper part is empty.

site analysis

PLOT SCALE
Other Buildings
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from the trip on October 23 from the trip on November 11

After analysis in a local and broader context, we could finally see 
Fåglavik in real life. We had an opportunity to visit the village twice. 
We were having conversations with inhabitants there and we felt the 
atmosphere of that place. This helped us to face the existing problems 
and understand inhabitants’ needs. 
 
When we were walking around, we realized that Fåglavik doesn’t have a 
defined center. The potential place of the “center” was visible during our 
analyzes on maps but when we arrived there during our trip it was only 
an illusion. What is more, we saw the potential of abandoned buildings 
in the central part of the village - especially the building of an old train 
station. This gaves us an idea for our in-depth project. 
 
The magical atmosphere of Fåglavik and the engagement of the 
community inspired us to work with this place. We wanted to create 
something special for people living there. We realized that in such small 
communities being together gives them strength and we wanted to use it 
in our design project.

site analysis

STUDY TRIPS AND 
OBSERVATIONS
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INTERVIEWS 

Thomas Örn Karlsson 
Nätverket Utveckling 
och kultur i Fåglavik, 
Responsible Hållbara 
platser, Fåglavik

Fredrik Sparrfeldt 
Local resident who 
is part of the local 
brewers society

Harri Pennanen 
Carpenter

Lately, the population has been growing. For me, 
the ceiling of carrying capacity would be 400~500 
people. A maximum of 500 people and keeping the 
life quality could be a good goal to achieve. But 
unfortunately, to development, there is no interest 
from the municipality. 
Fåglavik has always had a bad reputation, even when 
the glass factory was up and running. The reputation 
is still the same in recent years. 
The communities own the train station area and the 
land around it. A bit of the land around, and garden. 
Local food producers are interested in selling in 
Fåglavik. And most people are also interested in 
farming and have a romantic view of being rustic. 
Close to the train station, there is a garden that can 
be used as a community garden.

I just finished making the Christmas beer! 
By the way, there are four chicken farms around here. 
One of them is in Halmstad, and there is the other 
one in Skåne. they raise chickens and then sell them 
to egg factories all around Sweden. 
We don’t have real free time to spend actually, we 
work most of the time. But maybe someone will go 
fishing, golf, and drinking beer definitely. 
The concept of Co-working would be a nice plan, 
it creates a chance to get out from houses and 
gatherings. 
We have had coffee each Sunday in a pop-up cafe in 
Folkets Park.

There are at least two carpenters in the area, one of 
them is close to the “entrance of Fåglavik” 
My main tasks in carpentry are renovations. 
There is a sawmill in Fåglavik. If you travel up the 
road from the chapel, you can find it. 
Local production means more affordable, it is almost 
50% price down. 
I prefer to have communal spaces for youth and the 
elderly separately because the hobbies and habits in 
each age group are so different. 
if there are events to let people experience carpentry, 
like organizing a wooden workshop to make their 
own chair, it would be great. And I think there are 
amount of inhabitants will be interested in it. 
the fence in front of the train station was set by the 
requirement from the municipality. The municipality 
said if the community group want to buy the train 
station from them, they need to set the fence for 
safety. So it is not removable.

site analysis
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our focuscommon analysis

SWOT ANALYSIS

Strengths Weaknesses

Opportunities Threats

Strong engagement by the community
 

Close to nature
 

Norm creative population
 

Affordable properties

Housing prices in the cities are rising
 

Sharing econony is on the rise
 

Digitalization and remote work
 

Self-sufficiency

Local community is divided
 
Lack of housing
 
Lack of transportation
 
Lack of spontaneous meeting places

Urbanization and ageing population
 
Construction prices is on the rise
 
Gentrification
 
Conflict of land use

site analysis
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REFLECTIONS AND VISION

After our researches and study trips, we saw that Fåglavik is a beautiful 
small village with a lack of social areas. Therefore we aimed to focus on 
public spaces and aimed to create areas for the activities that we think 
they need in this village.
 
We want to maximize the social interactions of the inhabitants of 
Fåglavik. Gathering the different activity areas close to each other would 
also increase spontaneous interactions. Since Fåglavik doesn’t have a 
defined center today, we wanted to create one. A center would be a great 
place to locate the social areas that the village needs.
 
We are aware that Fåglavik doesn’t have the economical situation to do 
big renovations so we aimed to minimize the expenses and the need 
for the labor force. We suggested easy steps to show how inhabitants 
can work voluntarily and achieve the result over time. Also, some of 
the activities such as shop area will promote the circular economy of 
Fåglavik.
 
In the central part of Fåglavik, there is an area with abandoned buildings 
and a garden area. This place has great potential for our project because 
of its location and also with the removable buildings inside. We avoid 
building something new.

site analysis
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PROCESS
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In this chapter, design decisions and first sketches are presented to show 
how we ended up with the design proposal.
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8 8

process

SOLUTION MAPPING
We want to suggest these functions to improve social life of inhabitants 
and also to attract new people to move Fåglavik.

Today, people need to go to the market to Herrljunga 
even for their basic needs. We want to propose a 
small area for the self-servise shop which contains 
daily products. This will promote the circular economy 
and also increase the social interactions of customers.

There is no space for people to sit and drink together. 
A self-service cafe would function well in this town. 
This cafe can offer coffee/tea and some cookies to its 
visitors.

Working from home is an increasing trend. There are 
people who would like to work with their neighbors 
more than work alone at home. The co-working area 
will also attract younger people to move to this town.

Inhabitants would like to have a wooden workshop. 
They also have easy access to wood since there is 
a sawmill in Fåglavik. Inhabitants can socialize here 
while they are repairing or creating small furnitures. 

On sunny days events can be done outside as well. We 
want to provide a free outdoor area that is close to 
the cafe function, so people can provide some snacks 
for themselves and enjoy the weather.

As we learned inhabitants of Fåglavik would like 
to grow plants. Therefore, we want to suggest a 
communal garden area near to other functions. In 
this way, the people who come for gardening will have 
spontaneous interactions. 

A park can be another reason to come to this part of 
Fåglavik. We want to suggest seatings, walking paths, 
table tennis area for youth and park area for kids.

To strengthen the relationship between inhabitants, 
events can be organized by the community. Therefore, 
we suggest they can organize a flexible indoor area 
for events with a high number of participants.
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DEVELOPMENT AREA
Area development strategy

We want to create a center for Fåglavik therefore, we chose marked area. 
While we suggest renovations and designs, we will do this in steps to 
show people of Fåglavik that it’s manageable to achieve the final result. 
Different development areas are presented in different levels of detail 
and also the order of A-B-C is suggested order for the renovation.   

Area A is presented in the highest detail. The renovation of the train 
station is shown step by step. It contains the most urgent functions. 
Area B is shown with a final result. 
Area C is presented as a concept design with functions that would match 
the central area and Fåglavik.

process
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8

8

8

DEVELOPMENT AREA - A
Functions

self-service shop 
it will provide the basic products for 
inhabitants - reduced dependency from going 
to Herrljunga
still, it will need an employee to look after 
delivery (which products are running out) 
there could be a space for inhabitants for 
selling their food with swish (like eggs, bread) 
 
re-using "station" 
place for people to leave small stuff that they 
want to give away for free

self-service cafe 
people can use fridge and microwave 
lunch place for co-working people 
free coffee/tea and cookies 
 
real cafe 
weekend/summer/daily owners 
to sell drinks and small food 
 
kitchen for events 
soup night 
place for inhabitants, meeting with snacks

co-working space 
open space with desks for people to work 
shelfs to leave your staff for work 
wardrobe that you can leave your jacket
lockers for members of co-working area 
 
play area for children at weekends 
shelf with common board games to play

SHOP CAFE CO-WORKING

TRAIN STATION
SMALL 
WHITE 

BUILDING

GLASS
HOUSE

2 WC
storage

seating

We suggest starting the whole development process from the abandoned 
train station. This building has a big cultural value and importance in 
Fåglavik’s history. Its adaptation will be an answer for today’s needs of 
inhabitants. This building is a key project for our design and is presented 
in more detail. Suggested functions are the most urgent functions for 
Fåglavik and they will also promote the circular economy. This will help 
to make the next steps possible.

process
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DEVELOPMENT AREA - A
First Sketches

process

To understand the space, we did some sketches individually. Then we 
discussed our findings.  
 
Our individual decisions about locating the functions are similar. We 
all thought that having the shop in the right part of the building while 
having co-working in the left part and cafe in the middle will be the best 
option. 
 
After discussions, we realized that some of our proposals require a lot of 
efford and are not that necessary. Therefore, we abandoned some of our 
ideas such as demolishing the entrance door and stairs and recreating 
them again.
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DEVELOPMENT AREA - A
Locating the functions

process

The shop is really important for inhabitants. Its location should be 
strategic and available for all the people living in Fåglavik. The right part 
of the building has a proper space to provide the shop space, storage, 
and delivery area. 

The cafe will be a connector between co-working and shop and will bring 
more people to this space for meetings.

There is already a need for co-working space in Fåglavik. Left-wing of 
the train station has a big potential to give such space for inhabitants to 
work together.

The new glasshouse structure will create an additional common indoor 
space for meetings and will connect the train station with the small 
building nearby, which will be also renovated in the next step.
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8

8

8

8

DEVELOPMENT AREA - B
Functions
We believe that renovated train station will give a community impulse 
for further development of the surrounding. We see the importance of 
connecting the space with the main road by pedestrian path but also with 
improving the visibility of the renovated building. Apart from outdoor and 
green areas, a communal garden plays a big role.

vegetation area
for intabitants use
to grow vegetables to sell in shop
 
meeting place
attractive atmosphere to spend time

 

COMMUNAL GARDENGREEN AREA OUTDOOR AREA

park area 
seating 
bushes-flowers
walking paths
 
playground for children

open area for events 
seating 
barbeque area

meeting place
for people who want to enjoy sun 
together

WORKSHOP

SMALL 
RED 

BUILDING

small wooden works - painting
equipment for handicraft

repair station
tools and equipment for reparing
 
gallery
artists can present their work here

process
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SHOP

CAFE

CO- 
WORKING

WHOLESALER

INHABITANTS

LOCAL COMMUNITIES

COMMUNAL
GARDEN

WOODEN
WORKSHOP

loc
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y g
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wn v
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s 
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e s
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 he
re

rent plots to 
grow own 
vegetables

selling daily 
products

income

sale at wholesale 
prices run by

ren
ov

ate

re
no

va
te

renovate

rent a space for work

 place to meet people

income

VISTORS

self- making and 

working together

inco
me

income

income

a place to rest after hiking

pr
ov

ide
 to

ols

occa
sio

nally 
buy s

omething

market for used furniture

place to meet 
people

place to meet people

DEVELOPMENT AREA - B
Working systems
The relations between the functions and the users are determined. 
It is important to implement these functions at the beginning of the 
development. They are promoting the circular economy for further steps.

process
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DEVELOPMENT AREA - B
First Sketches

process

The sketches were really important for us to make a good decision about 
the space. We were working from general concepts to more detailed 
drawings to see if selected solutions will be proper for that design. 
 
Brainstorming was a big part of our design process. It helped us to see 
each other points of view and gave us new fresh ideas to develop. During 
our discussions, we were trying to imagine what people will be doing in 
this place and what would be the potential problems we would like to 
avoid.
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The proposed area for the communal garden is located due to proper 
distance from roads and railway tracks. It will create a cozy corner with 
local vegetables.

To connect the indoor area of the train station with the surrounding 
we suggest this place to be a flexible outdoor area which will allow the 
community to use it for different events depending on the season and 
need, such as season market or summer barbeque.

The small red building can bring a new facility for inhabitants. A craft 
workshop can have equipment for handicrafts for those who want to 
create or repair their wooden works/paintings.

It was important to get the attention of inhabitants while they are 
walking through the main road. Therefore we aimed to make the train 
station more visible by removing the trees along the road. 

And also constructing a glass structure which oriented to this direction, 
can be another reason which brings attention to the new center of 
Fåglavik. The structure is going to be an area where people can meet, sit 
and enjoy the outdoor.

Green areas will supplement the space with greenery and different 
outdoor activities and spaces to meet with neighbors. Such spaces will 
create an idyllic atmosphere in this place.

process

Locating the functions
DEVELOPMENT AREA - B
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8

DEVELOPMENT AREA - C
Functions 

FLEXIBLE AREA

games
billard -dart
table tennis - board games

storage
that contains chairs/ tables for events

8

GREEN AREA

nature
trees - bushes
free green area

Area C is presented as a general concept for further development. We 
wanted to suggest functions that are easy to implement and can be done 
easily by the community. Such intervention could supplement the space 
and make the center complete.

process

We suggest that the old seed storage building can be used for different 
games activities and for that case don’t need a big renovation. The area 
behind the building after tidying up can function as a green area for 
outdoor activities.
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The backside of the storage can be used as a natural green area where 
children can run around and play hide and seek or youth can play 
frisbee or “kubb”.

DEVELOPMENT AREA - C
Locating the functions

The old seed storage building can be used already without big 
interventions. This area can be flexible, used for organizing events, or 
even for some indoor sports activities such as table tennis or billiards.

process
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DESIGN PROPOSAL
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In this chapter, the final design proposal is presented. Master Plan 
Key project: Train Station
 How to make this possible?
 Usage
 Intabitant’s stories 
Overview

Design Proposal
40
41
42
45
46
47
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MASTER PLAN

0       10        20      30       40      50m

Welcome to the new center of Fåglavik! It is designed to invite people to 
this area for socializing. There are many activities for people of all ages. 
Enjoying the time together will strengthen the neighborhood.

The presented plan is a suggestion based on our thoughts and analysis 
and is open for a common discussion. The most important for us was 
to give a new life to that space, that will be full of people and the train 
station will be again an important point in Fåglavik.

design proposal

1/1000
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Based on the fact that there are carpenters and a sawmill in Fåglavik, and 
the interest of inhabitants in doing the woodwork, we suggest that some 
soft decorations and furniture can be made by carpenters in cooperation 
with inhabitants.

KEY PROJECT
Train Station

SHOPCAFECO-WORKING CAFE

Ground floor plan (1/200) First floor plan (1/200)

A-A section (1/200) B-B section (1/200)

The old train station is an important and historical place for Faglavik. 
Therefore, we want to bring this beautiful building back to the 
inhabitants.  We aimed to maximize the usage. With our design proposal, 
people can use this building for many purposes.

design proposal
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RENOVATION

OTHERSSHOP CAFE CO-WORKING

STEP I

STEP II

The beginning of the process 
will start with cleaning the best-
preserved part of the building. 
Thus, the inhabitants can already 
start using the space during 
the renovation of other parts. 
They will have the opportunity 
to see with their own eyes how 
the changes are going forward 
and participate in the ongoing 
renovation.

During the renovation of the 
right-wing, prepared space will be 
used temporarily as a shop with 
counters and a meeting area with 
a few tables and chairs. 
The door is reopened in the left 
wing according to historical plans.

design proposal

TRAIN STATION
How to make this possible?
Steps for development are suggested to show that this renovation can be 
easily done with the community’s participants. 
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STEP III

STEP IV

In this step, the shop will be 
opened in the target place. The 
central part will become more 
open after demolishing the wall 
in the old kitchen.

The problem on the first floor is 
the sunlight. We suggest opening 
the space and demolishing the 
part of the floor. This is the 
biggest intervention proposed in 
this process but it will provide a 
big value to the space.

design proposal

RENOVATION

OTHERSSHOP CAFE CO-WORKINGTRAIN STATION
How to make this possible?
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STEP V

STEP VI

In this step, the co-working area 
will be expanded and connected 
with the new opening. We suggest 
creating a new external door and 
changing the old one with the 
window. The door is reopened 
in the right wing according to 
historical plans.

In the last step, we proposed 
to renovate the small building 
used as storage next to the train 
station building. New indoor 
space will be created inside a 
glass structured veranda.

design proposal

RENOVATION

OTHERSSHOP CAFE CO-WORKINGTRAIN STATION
How to make this possible?
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The self-service shop will run by itself and offer daily supplies to 
inhabitants. 
 
In the daytime, the main function of the left side is co-working space. 
But after work, a part of the working space will share with the cafe. 
 
On weekends and summertime, the self-service shop will also provide 
some space for second-hand market or farmers’ market.  

design proposal

Day time Evening time Weekend & Summertime

SHOP CAFE CO-WORKING

Usage
TRAIN STATION
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design proposal

Intabitant’s stories

“It is really nice to have a place to work and 
have a meeting outside the home.” This 
place also offers a good WIFI environment 
and lockers for memberships, it offers me 
more opportunities for tasks that encourage 
remote work. So that I don’t need to 
commute every day, and share more free 
time with family and community. I have 
started to rent a small unit of the common 
garden to grow carrots.”

Linus (36)

“Besides the self-service cafe every day, the 
community organizes a soup night every 
Wednesday night to meet friends here. 
The train station is meant to be a place to 
welcome and meet friends. I appreciate we 
built a connection with the past here through 
the cafeteria, especially for the youth like me 
to feel the glory of Faglavik, to light again the 
train station at night. Now I can invite friends 
here.”

Johanna (25)

“For now, I don’t need to go to Herrljunga 
that often to buy my necessities”. It helps 
me a lot, because my eyes is getting worse 
year by year, it’s a increasing risk for driving. 
Moreover, I also can shop at late time such 
as when I find that I am out of toilet paper 
at late night. It is really convenient to have 
a self service shop that open till midnight. 
And I even can sell the cucumber I grow in 
my own garden and make new friends here.”

Axel (72)

TRAIN STATION
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design proposal

OVERVIEW



48

CONCLUSION
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In this chapter, our discussion and reflections are presented. Discussion 
Reflection 
Acknowledgement 
References

Conclusion
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DISCUSSION

Instead of a hyper-realistic project, we wanted to present a conceptual 
vision that will be open to discussion and changes. 
 
Our design project is only a proposal solution from our point of view. We 
are aware that we are not familiar with Swedish building law regulations 
and some of our thoughts are not realistic to become true. 
 
We believe that our project will open a common discussion in Fåglavik 
and will help to make decisions about how this space could look like and 
will show the new perspective for development.

conclusion
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REFLECTION

The challenge in this design project was to propose a concept that 
will be affordable and quite easy to implement, which can be realized 
with help of inhabitants. The great lesson which we have learned with 
this project was how important in the design are people. All of the 
presented solutions in our project are to strengthen social interactions 
and make them more daily and spontaneous. What is more, our 
proposal makes Fåglavik more self-sufficient and independent and 
leads to a small circular economy system. 
 
This studio taught us that even in small places and communities you 
can easily implement the sustainable design. Our proposal combines 
Goal 11(Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable) and 12(Ensure sustainable consumption and production 
patterns) of SDG’s giving inhabitants a new perspective of creating a 
sustainable center full of social life. 
 
People are really important in our design because we believe that 
being together gives people a lot of hope and support for further 
development. When we are together we have more power to take action.

conclusion
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